Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / Nov. 28

for policies I believe will be adopted in the
future.

Al came to the White House after spend-
ing nearly 30 years as a successful entre-
preneur and business leader. He brought to
the White House his capacity for hard work
and creative thinking and fostered an open,
cooperative Working environment.

Al has been a valuable leader among my
economic advisers for nearly 3 years, and for
many more years, he and his family have
been friends to Laura and me. Al’s presence
in the White House will be deeply missed.
Laura and I wish Al, his wife, Kathy, and
his children, Will, Sara, and Katie, all the best
as they move on to the next chapter in their
lives.

I am pleased to announce that Keith
Hennessey will succeed Al as Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy and Director
of the National Economic Council. Keith has
been an important member of my White
House team for more than 5 years. He has
served as the deputy to three Directors of
the National Economic Council and has
worked on a broad range of economic policy
issues. Prior to coming to the White House,
Keith worked for Senator Trent Lott and at
the Senate Budget Committee. Keith will
make an outstanding Director of the NEC,
and I look forward to continuing to work with
him.

Statement on the Energy
Information Administration’s Report

November 28, 2007

I was pleased to receive the Energy Infor-
mation Administration’s final report today,
which includes U.S. greenhouse gas emis-
sions for 2006. The final report shows that
emissions declined 1.5 percent from the 2005
level, while our economy grew 2.9 percent.
That means greenhouse gas intensity—how
much we emit per unit of economic activ-
ity—decreased by 4.2 percent, the largest an-
nual improvement since 1985. This puts us
well ahead of the goal I set in 2002 to reduce
greenhouse gas intensity by 18 percent by
2012.

My administration’s climate change policy
is science-based, encourages research break-
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throughs that lead to technology develop-
ment, encourages global participation, and
pursues actions that will help ensure contin-
ued economic growth and prosperity for our
citizens and for people throughout the world.
Since 2001, we have spent almost $37 billion
on climate science, technology development,
and incentives and international assistance.

Recently, we convened representatives of
the world’s major economies—the largest
users of energy and largest producers of
greenhouse gas emissions from both devel-
oped and developing nations—to discuss a
new international approach on energy secu-
rity and climate change. Our aim is to agree
on a detailed contribution for a new global
framework in 2008 that would contribute to
a global agreement under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change
by 2009. The United States looks forward to
working with partners to reach consensus on
a “Bali roadmap” at the upcoming U.N.
meeting on climate change in Indonesia in
December.

Energy security and climate change are
two of the important challenges of our time.
The United States takes these challenges se-
riously, and we are effectively confronting
climate change through regulations, public-
private partnerships, incentives, and strong
investment in new technologies. Our guiding
principle is clear: We must lead the world
to produce fewer greenhouse gas emissions,
and we must do it in a way that does not
undermine economic growth or prevent na-
tions from delivering greater prosperity for

their people.

Executive Order 13452—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate Disputes Between the
National Railroad Passenger
Corporation and Certain of Its
Employees Represented by Certain
Labor Organizations

November 28, 2007

Disputes exist between National Railroad
Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) and certain
of its employees represented by certain labor
organizations. The labor organizations in-
volved in these disputes are designated on
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the attached list, which is made a part of this
order.

The disputes have not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (RLA).

In the judgment of the National Mediation
Board, these disputes threaten substantially
to interrupt interstate commerce to a degree
that would deprive sections of the country
of essential transportation service.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 10 of the RLA (45 U.S.C. 160), it is here-
by ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency
Board (Board). There is established, effec-
tive 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on De-
cember 1, 2007, a Board of five members
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on these disputes. No mem-
ber shall be pecuniarily or otherwise inter-
ested in any organization of railroad employ-
ees or any carrier. The Board shall perform
its functions subject to the availability of
funds.

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the President with respect to the disputes
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 10 of the RLA, from the
date of the creation of the Board and for 30
days after the Board has submitted its report
to the President, no change in the conditions
out of which the disputes arose shall be made
by the parties to the controversy, except by
agreement of the parties.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order.

George W. Bush
The White House,
November 28, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:57 a.m., November 29, 2007]
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NotE: This Executive order and its attached list
were published in the Federal Register on Novem-
ber 30.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
President Elias Antonio Saca
Gonzalez of El Salvador

November 29, 2007

President Bush. Bienvenidos a mi amigo,
el amigo de los Estados Unidos, Presidente
Saca. Thanks for coming, Mr. President. We
just had an extensive discussion.

I first want to congratulate the President
on winning a distinguished honor with the
IRI award. It’s a recognition of strong leader-
ship. The President deserves the award be-
cause he’s been a strong leader, not only at
home but in the region. The Salvadoran
economy is strong, in part because the Presi-
dent fought hard to have a free trade agree-
ment called CAFTA. And a strong leader al-
ways worries about his people.

And so today the President wanted to
know how his people in the United States
are doing, how the people from his great
country are doing here in the country. And
I thank you for your compassion and your
heart for your fellow citizens.

We share a concern about the drug issue
and the crime issue. We're in the process
of finalizing a strategy to help the Central
American countries deal with these issues.
And I've asked the President to take the lead,
and he has been a strong regional leader as
well as a leader in his home country.

Y por fin, I want to thank the people of
El Salvador for being such strong supporters
in the war against extremists and radicals. I
appreciate the sacrifice of your troops, Mr.
President, and their families as we work
jointly to help others realize the blessings of
liberty and freedom, particularly in Iraq.

Bienvenidos.

President Saca. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. We've had a very broad con-
versation with President Bush, our friend,
our ally, historically, in our struggle to build
a democratic El Salvador. Twenty years ago,
we were in the midst of a war. Today, we
live in peace and democracy and economic
growth.



